Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Council of
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission

“The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a mystical meaning to be
found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s face. The ideal is not only
to pass from the exterior to the interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also to
discover God in all things.” (Laudato Si, pgh. 233)
Date:
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To:

Parish Past Presidents, Parish Presidents, Provincial Table Officers, Life Members

From:

Rita Janes, Provincial Past President

Re:

Provincial Past President’s Communiqué #1

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As we look forward to the fall meeting of the provincial council I am pleased to be already living out one of
the main duties of the past president: “advise the president when called upon”. I have, since June, being
performing this responsibility and not onlyto advise but to offer support. However, in keeping with what I
perceive is another duty of the past president, that is, allowing the new president to bring her own ideas,
creativity and initiatives to the role, I am reminded of this quote from Tennyson, “ the old order changeth,
yielding place to new. And God fulfills himself in many ways, Lest one good custom should corrupt the
world”.
In this communiqué I speak especially to the past presidents in our parish councils. Yes, you need to be
present to advise and support your president. She will appreciate your wisdom but remember it is a “new
order’ and our organization will only grow if the new president has space to make the changes that she
envisages in keeping with the League’s mission and objectives and our national theme, “One Heart, One
Voice, One Mission”.
I was motivated to write these comments because as president of St. Pius X Council and later as president
of the Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Council I served with two past presidents, namely, Esther
Costello and Lidwina Critch. Both women willingly and graciously advised and supported me but also gave
me the freedom and their blessing to bring new ideas to the table as long as I didn’t stray too far. I am
grateful to these two marvelous and dedicated women of the Catholic Women’s League.
Constitution and By-Laws
Please ensure that every member of your parish council executive has a copy of the Constitution & Bylaws
and references it whenever there is a question about the League that needs clarification. Copies are
available from the CWL.ca resource list.

Policy and Procedures Manuals
Provincial: As past president it is also my role to review and notify membership of any suggested changes
to the Policy and Procedures Manual to the Winter meeting. Changes are voted on at the Annual
Convention. Past presidents and presidents should also have a copy of this Manual, take time to review
and record any deletions, corrections, additions on appropriate form found on back page of the Manual.
Forward the completed form to me, as provincial past president, prior to the fall meeting.
Parish: Each council should have its own Manual of Policy and Procedures. The past president, along with
a committee of other past presidents or senior members, should review the Manual at least once a year
and bring changes to the Annual General Meting for approval.
Archives
Another role of the past president is updating the Councils Archives. This is a priority for me and I have the
support of Lidwina Critch in doing this task during the next two years. I am asking that you send me any
photos you have of events at provincial conventions for our provincial archives. The minutes, the stories
and the events stored in the Archives will make interesting reading for generations to come.
Parish past presidents need to set up a committee to care for their archives. Last year all councils received
a check list to help in this regard. Collect photos of your Council’s events. It is nice to have photos
digitalized for the archives but consider print copies placed in an album or on display boards so new
members can see what you have been doing and older members can reminisce.
Laudato Si’
I was asked by President Ruby to present an overview of Pope Francis Encyclical titled “Laudato Si” with
subtitle, “ On Care for Our Common Home” at the fall meeting. I am encouraging you as senior member of
your council to become active in your parish council to ensure that as Pope Francis says, “to dialogue with
many about this topic so important to all of us on this planet”. There will be copies of the Encyclical
available to purchase at the fall meeting. You can also order copies from the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops( CCCB) or download at http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/06/18/read-theencyclical-for-yourself-laudato-si/.
I close with this quote from Laudato Si: “ In the heart of this world, the Lord of life, who loves us so

much, is always present. He does not abandon us; he does not leave us alone, for he had united
himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to find new ways forward.
Praise be to him!”
As past president I am available at any time to talk or meet with you.
Blessings to you, your CWL sisters, and your family as we accompany each other on our journey over the
next two years,
Rita

